Minutes for the Board of Aldermen for the Town of Bryson City

June 10, 2025
Town Hall
45 Everett Street
Bryson City, NC

Attending:

Board of Aldermen Town Affiliates Public

Tom Sutton, Mayor Sam Pattillo, Town Manager Mike Drinkwater
Ben King, Mayor Pro-Tem Lynn Thomas, Town Clerk Gina Wiggins
Heidi Ramsey-Woodard Charlie Robinson, Police Chief Ronnie Morris
Tim Hines Michael Frue, Town Attorney

Carla Passsmore, Tax Collector
Nate Bowe, Town Engineer
Charles Bryson, Fire Chief
Jacob Hudson, Town Employee

Mayor Tom Sutton called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
Alderman Heidi Ramsey-Woodard gave the invocation.
Mayor Sutton led the pledge of allegiance to the American Flag.

The Board reviewed the minutes from the May 13, 2025 regular meeting and May 20, 2025
special meeting/workshop. Ben King made a motion to approve the minutes as presented;
Heidi Ramsey-Woodard seconded the motion that carried.

The Board reviewed an application from Judy Mullen at 757 Lands Creek Road for water
services. This water service will require a one-inch water line up the side of the road in the North
Carolina Department of Transportation right of way. Ms. Mullen will pay for the labor and
materials of the one-inch line and the Town will install and have ownership of the line. Tim
Hines made a motion to approve this water service pending that Ms. Mullen pays for the
installation and materials for the one-inch line; Ben King seconded the motion that carried.

The Board approved the Fire Contract with Swain County in the amount of $225,000. Tim Hines
made a motion to approve this contract with a payment due date of August 1, 2025; Ben
King seconded the motion that carried.

The Mayor and Board of Aldermen recognized Jacob Hudson who is leaving the Town’s
employment with 21 years of service.

Tax Collector Carla Passmore presented the Board with a list of uncollectable personal property
taxes. Heidi Ramsey-Woodard made a motion to release the uncollectable personal
property taxes in the amount of $6,082.95; Ben King seconded the motion that carried.

The Board looked at restructuring the Town Office staff with added responsibilities and an
increase in pay which will be reflected in the 2025-2026 Fiscal Year Budget. Ben King made a
motion to approve Carla Passmore to be appointed as the Finance Officer; Heidi Ramsey-
Woodard seconded the motion that carried. Tim Hines made a motion to appoint Jamie
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Hampton as the Tax Collector for a four-year term; Ben King seconded the motion that
carried.

Town Manager Sam Pattillo presented the 2025-2026 Fiscal Year Budget and Budget Message to
the Board of Aldermen.

The Board reviewed and discussed the Advanced Metering Infrastructure (AMI) System
Agreement with Fortiline in the amount of $991,339.72. Tim Hines made a motion to approve
this agreement; Ben King seconded the motion that carried.

The Board instructed the Town Attorney Michael Frue to move ahead with the process of selling
the Mountain View Manor Nursing property.

The Board reviewed the two applications received for the ABC Board vacancy. Ben King made
a motion to appoint Mark Pettit for a three-year term to the ABC Board; Tim Hines
seconded the motion that carried.

The Board discussed the Yona Springs development with Town Engineer Nate Bowe. There are
potential buyers for this property. The water system needs pressure testing and bacteriological
testing. The sewer system is undersized, and we have no sewer as-built plans for the development
so there will have to be discussions with the potential buyer.

In old business, the Fire Prevention Ordinance was discussed. Ben King made a motion to
approve the first reading of this ordinance with an effective date of August 1, 2025; Tim
Hines seconded the motion. The motion passed with a vote of 3 in favor and 0 against.
Alderman Chad Smith was not present for this meeting. The second reading will be on the
July 7, 2025 agenda.

Also, in old business the Board reviewed the fire services with Swain County. Tim Hines made
a motion to approve the resolution to repeal the resolution of January 7, 2013, applying the
Swain County Fire Marshal and Fire Prevention Ordinance within the Town Limits; Heidi
Ramsey-Woodard seconded the motion that carried. This motion passed with a 3 in favor
and 0 against. Alderman Chad Smith was not present for the meeting. This will be effective
August 1, 2025.

The Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance was tabled until further information can be obtained.

The Board’s next meeting will be the 2025-2026 Fiscal Year Budget Public Hearing on June 24,
2025 at 5:30 p.m. with a special meeting and workshop to follow. The next Board meeting will
be on Monday, July 7, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. The Board will start having the regular monthly meeting
on the first Monday of every month.

The Town Attorney Michael Frue presented the Town Attorney’s Report.
The Board reviewed and discussed the Fire Chief’s, Tax Collector’s, Police Chief’s, Town

Engineer, and Town Manager Reports. Heidi Ramsey-Woodard made a motion to approve
the reports as presented; Tim Hines seconded the motion that carried.
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Being no further business, Heidi Ramsey-Woodard made a motion to adjourn; Tim Hines
seconded the motion that carried.

Mayor Tom Sutton Town Clerk Lynn Thomas



