
Minutes for the Board of Aldermen for the Town of Bryson City 

October 2, 2023 

Town Hall 

6:00 p.m. 
Attending:      

 
Board of Aldermen       Town Affiliates        Public 

Tom Sutton, Mayor Sam Pattillo, Town Manager  Kaye McConnell 

Ben King, Mayor Pro-Tem Lynn Thomas, Town Clerk Jean Kerr Lerch 

Heidi Ramsey-Woodard Charles Robinson, Police Chief Ron Lerch 

Tim Hines  Janice Gallagher 

  Karen Proctor 

  Christina Drinkwater 

  Freda Drinkwater 

            Larry Griffin, Smoky 

 Mtn. Times  

 

Mayor Tom Sutton called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Alderman Heidi Ramsey Woodard gave the invocation. 

 

Mayor Tom Sutton led the pledge of allegiance to the American Flag. 

 

No one came forward for public comment. 

 

Kay McConnell filled in for Tanner Lawson who was on the agenda regarding a Youth Center. Mrs. 

McConnell went over the statistics and information collected by the Youth Center Committee’s surveys.   

The Board recommended that the Youth Center Committee talk with the new Marianna Black Library 

committee and join forces. 

 

Karen Proctor with the Swain County Chamber of Commerce appeared before the Board regarding street 

closure requests for Downtown Trick or Treat and the Christmas Parade.  Heidi Ramsey-Woodard made 

a motion to close the road from Main Street to Everett Street before the Mitchell Street intersection 

on Tuesday, October 21, 2023 from 4pm till 7pm. Ben King seconded the motion that carried. The 

Board did not approve the Christmas Parade route for Saturday, December 2, 2023 from 2-4 pm. They 

requested alternate parade routes be presented, due to the construction on Everett Street at the intersection 

of Bryson Walk and Depot Street.   

 

The Board reviewed the declaration of covenants and restrictions for Island Park that is being required by 

Mountain True.  The Board requested more information from Mountain True regarding this issue. 

 

The Board discussed the hiring of a new Town Attorney due to the sudden death of Attorney Fred Moody.  

The Board has a proposal from Campbell Shatley Attorneys at Law and requested that they come to the 

next workshop to answer questions. 

 

In old business, Watershed Luxury Cabins did not return to the meeting regarding their water leak relief. 

 

The next workshop was set for Tuesday, October 17 at 5:30 p.m. 

 

The Board reviewed and discussed the Fire Chief’s, Tax Collector’s, Police Chief’s, Public Works, 

Wastewater, Street, and Town Manager’s Reports. There was no Water or Town Engineer Report 
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presented.  Ben King made a motion to approve all the reports as presented; Tim Hines seconded the 

motion that carried. 

 

Being no further business, Tim Hines made a motion to adjourn; Heidi Ramsey-Woodard seconded 

the motion that carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________      __________________________________ 

         Mayor Tom Sutton                                       Town Clerk Lynn Thomas 


