
Minutes for the Board of Aldermen for the Town of Bryson City 

January 26, 2026 

Town Hall 

 

 
Attending:      

 
Board of Aldermen       Town Affiliates        Public 

Tom Sutton, Mayor Sam Pattillo, Town Manager  Regina Wiggins 

Ben King, Mayor Pro-Tem Lynn Thomas, Town Clerk Patti Jo Taylor 

Heidi Ramsey-Woodard Charlie Robinson, Police Chief Craig Smith 

Tim Hines Michael Frue, Town Attorney (via Teams)  

   

 

 

 

Mayor Tom Sutton called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Tim Hines made a motion to adopt the January 5, 2026 minutes; Heidi Ramsey-Woodard 

seconded the motion that carried. 

 

The Board reviewed a leak request from Henry Fortner at the Willow Motel located at 939 Main 

Street.  Ben King made a motion to forgive $831.00 off the sewer portion of the bill; Tim 

Hines seconded the motion that carried. 

 

Terry Foxx was on the agenda but rescheduled for February 9, 2026. 

 

Patti Jo Taylor and Craig Smith with the Tourism Development Authority (TDA) approached the 

Board about putting flowerpot brackets on the Town’s decorative streetlights.  They need to be 

mounted 7 feet above the sidewalk, and the poles need to be able to withstand the weight of the 

baskets. Tim Hines made a motion to allow this pending all height and weight limits of the 

poles are followed; Heidi Ramsey-Woodard seconded the motion that carried. 

 

The Board reviewed an encroachment agreement with the North Carolina Department of 

Transportation (NCDOT) regarding the maintenance of the crosswalks on the NCDOT roads.  

Ben King made a motion to accept this agreement with the NCDOT; Heidi Ramsey-

Woodard seconded the motion that carried. 

 

The Board reviewed the amendments to the Solid Waste Ordinance Chapter 51.  The Board made 

the effective date March 15, 2026 due to notification of rate changes regarding commercial 

accounts.  Tim Hines made a motion to approve this Solid Waste Ordinance Amendment; 

Ben King seconded the motion that carried. 

 

The 120 Water contract regarding the lead and copper project was tabled due to further 

information being obtained. 

 

Town Engineer Nate Bowe presented a request from Darnell Farms to hook up to the Town’s 

sewer line at Governor’s Island.  Gay Kriek the previous owner was never on the list from Swain 

County which listed all the property owners that gave easements to Swain County to install the 

sewer line for this project.  All landowners who gave easements for this project got a certified 

letter stating that if their free sewer tap was not used then it went dead. However, Gay Kriek 
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never received a letter stating the time limit of the sewer connection because, as previously 

mentioned, she was not on the list presented by Swain County but did give an easement.  Tim 

Hines made a motion to approve this sewer connection for Darnell Farms honoring the 

original agreement for the Governor’s Island sewer project; Heidi Ramsey-Woodard 

seconded the motion that carried. 

 

Being no further business, Heidi Ramsey-Woodard made a motion to adjourn; Tim Hines 

seconded the motion that carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

____________________________________      _______________________________ 

    Mayor Tom Sutton                                                Town Clerk Lynn Thomas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


