
Minutes for the Board of Aldermen for the Town of Bryson City 

March 2, 2026 

Town Hall 

45 Everett Street 

 
Attending:      

 
Board of Aldermen       Town Affiliates        Public 

Tom Sutton, Mayor Sam Pattillo, Town Manager   

Ben King, Mayor Pro-Tem Lynn Thomas, Town Clerk  

Heidi Ramsey-Woodard Charlie Robinson, Police Chief  

Chad Smith Michael Frue, Town Attorney  

  Nate Bowe, Town Engineer     

        Carla Passmore, Finance Officer             

        Brett Hackshaw, Planning Board      

 

 

Mayor Tom Sutton called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  

 

Mayor Sutton called for a moment of silence. 

 

Mayor Sutton led the pledge of allegiance to the American Flag. 

 

No one was present for public comment. 

 

The Board reviewed the minutes from the February 16, 2026 meeting.  Chad Smith made a motion to 

approve the minutes as presented; Ben King seconded the motion that carried. 

 

The Board distributed a flyer inviting all to Drug Awareness Classes sponsored by the Swain County 

Sherriff’s Office on March 10th, 17th, 24th, and 31st from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. at the United Methodist Church 

Methodist Fellowship Hall. 

 

Town Manager Sam Pattillo requested that the Town start an employee gym membership with SHIFT 

Wellness.    

 

The Board reviewed a letter from the Smoky Mountain Sports Medicine and Physical Therapy located at 80 

Songbird Forest Road requesting the Town take over road maintenance for Songbird Forest Road.  No one 

made a motion to accept this road and no action was taken. 

 

Data storage facilities were not discussed because this matter is managed in the draft of the Unified 

Development Ordinance. 

 

Brett Hackshaw, Planning Board Chairman, appeared before the Board to discuss the crosswalk on Everett 

Street in front of Town Hall.  The North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) will be repaving 

Everett Street in April 2026 and will be removing the crosswalk mentioned unless with modifications the 

Town takes responsibility for this crosswalk.  The Board discussed this matter and decided to keep the 

crosswalk that will be brought up to the NCDOT standards by the NCDOT. 

 

The Board reviewed a list of large items requested from the Town department heads for consideration in 

the 2026-2027 Fiscal Year Budget. 

 

Heidi Ramsey-Woodard made a motion to approve the addition of the 120 Water Contract to the 

agenda; Ben King seconded the motion that carried. 
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Chad Smith made a motion to approve the 120 Water Contract with the Town Engineer and Town 

Attorney overseeing minor changes if needed; Heidi Ramsey-Woodard seconded the motion that 

carried. 

 

The Board discussed the Town of Bryson City Flood Ordinance and decided to have no free boarding 

above the flood elevation currently.  The Town will do any variances and appeals but will have a mutual of 

understanding with Swain County for enforcement and administration of this ordinance.  Part of the 

ordinance deals with campgrounds, RV parks, and tiny homes (park models). The Board asked for a better 

definition of park models/tiny homes for the ordinance.  The ordinance will also allow a 150 square foot 

structure under $5000 in value to be to be exempt from this ordinance.  The Board will set a public hearing 

regarding his ordinance at the March 16, 2026 meeting. 

 

The next meeting will be on March 16, 2026 at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Town Attorney Michael Wells presented the Attorney Report. 

 

The Board reviewed and discussed the Fire Chief’s, Tax Collector, Police Chief’s, Town Engineer, and 

Town Manager Reports.  Chad Smith made a motion to approve the reports as presented; Ben King 

seconded the motion that carried. 

 

Being no further business, Heidi Ramsey-Woodard made a motion to adjourn; Chad Smith seconded 

the motion that carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________    ______________________________________ 

              Mayor Tom Sutton                                Town Clerk Lynn Thomas 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 


