
Did you know that the first Census of the US population was in 1790 during George Washington’s 

Administration? One of its purposes then, as is today, is to allow for fair representation of citizens in the 

US House of Representatives. The 18 month task to accomplish the first census was headed by Thomas 

Jefferson. And in the US Constitution, it mandates a new census be taken every ten years. A long 

national tradition. 

In mid March you will start seeing Census surveys in the mail. Simply fill out and return in the mail, or for 

the first time, you can reply on line and you are done. If you do not, a Census Taker will come to you to 

ask for and help you in completing your survey. A complete count is necessary for federal funding. An 

under count by only 1% can result in a estimated lost of $2.7 million in services and infrastructure to our 

county before the next census is taken. Keep in mind, the money doesn’t follow the need, but the 

numbers. More information is at 2020census.gov 

If you would like to be more involved in this historical event, there are job opportunities for Census 

Takers, also known as Numerators, available here in Swain County and across the nation. Part time 

Swain bus driver Lee Allison is now working full time for the US CENSUS in recruiting for Census Takers. 

There will be approximately 40 Swain residents working full and part time and on flexible schedules for 

about 8 weeks. The rate of pay is $17.00/hour and $21.00/hour for work on Sundays. This is field work 

so you need to provide transportation but receive $0.575/ per mile driven. For more information on 

jobs, and to apply online visit 2020census.gov/jobs or contact lee.h.allison@2020census.gov or at 828-

788-5090. 

Lee Allison 

Recuriting Assitant, Asheville ACO, US Census Bureau 

Cell 828.788.5090 

Email lee.h.allison@2020census.gov 


